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QUESTION 1:  HOW DID THE NETHERLANDS BECOME A 
‘CYCLING COUNTRY ’?

A lot of data was collected by scientists and the community. This data fed into political
rational decision processes. Cycling policy was developed based on statistical facts, leading
to cycling infrastructure implemented on the best location.

There were many discussions among governmental agencies and other stakeholders about
cycling and wide concerns about safety. Based on this, a process was established leading to
a vision/agreement called ‘duurzaam veilig’. It was not a perfect agreement, but a base to
work on to have a clear safety pespective, also allowing for criticism and experiments. 
Duurzaam Veiligs guidelines classified streets, and fostered the use of traffic safety/calming
measures. It has been taken up by all practitioners. Development continuously takes place
in a network of experts and practitioners, leading up the current development of Duurzaam 
Veilig 3, which is more comprehensive, including human and psychological perspectives.
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QUESTION 2:  HOW ARE OTHER COUNTRIES  PLANNING TO 
BECOME A ‘CYCLING COUNTRY ’?

They want to collect data by scientists and the community. This data will feed into political
rational decision processes. Cycling policy will be developed based on statistical facts, 
leading to cycling infrastructure implemented on the best location.

Governmental agencies and other stakeholders start to discuss cycling and the concerns 
about safety. A process will be established leading to a the vision/agreement. This is not a 
perfect agreement, but a base to work on, allowing for criticism and experiments. 
Development continuously takes place in a network of practitioners to make sure it fits the
implementation needs.
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DAILY ENCOUNTERS

Walking and cycling data. Practice, 
challenges, needs and gaps.

(Ramboll, Smart Mobility. November 2022)

ADFC (2020)

Verlageringspotenzial = CO2

ADFC (2020)

Gibt es dazu Daten? For what? Mobidatalab (2023)

Mobycon (2023)
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Planning  perspect ives

Technocratic planning model

Statistical approach to disorganise complexity

People, bottom-up, mix, neighbourhood

Qualitative research and integated bottom up 
cooperation processes

Smart city – New technocracy

Statistical approach dominance is back, but 
now more neo-liberal, fed by companies to

make profit.

Planning should be based on multiple knowledges, that quantitative data should not replace
qualitative approaches and elaboration on normative questions in the creation of a 

knowledge-basis of planning. 
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From data-dr iven to data  inspired

Saurabh (2020). https://towardsdatascience.com/data-driven-vs-data-
informed-vs-data-inspired-740eaaec6263

http://www.continuous-learner.com/2019/10/data-
driven-vs-data-informed-campuses.html

https://towardsdatascience.com/data-driven-vs-data-informed-vs-data-inspired-740eaaec6263
https://towardsdatascience.com/data-driven-vs-data-informed-vs-data-inspired-740eaaec6263
http://www.continuous-learner.com/2019/10/data-driven-vs-data-informed-campuses.html
http://www.continuous-learner.com/2019/10/data-driven-vs-data-informed-campuses.html
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Projects (at  Mobycon)

Mobility poverty plan Leusden (NL)

Cycling action plan Zaanstad (NL)
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Does  i t matter?

Yes, because…No, because…

Where is the system perspective? What are the
negative side effects?

Planners have something
concrete to work it.

The more data the better

People think it is the truth. Reality is so much different 
than the models show (uncertainty, replication effects)

Processes can go a lot faster, while the
data is there to show what to do

Data is analytical, not normative. It does 
not say what world we want to live in.

Things which are difficult to measure (social
aspects or social groups) are excluded the first from
data gathering

Reinforces certain trends (no cyclists
here, why would we do something)

Money can be only spend once, better to
invest in social and policy innovation

Too little knowledge at planners what
the data actually means.

It helps for reaching SMART goals
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My personal  opin ion/exper iences

It is not just there, it also harms more bottom up and
normative processes (that is not possible, while X)

It is used as a tool to slow-down transformation (lets wait
until the research is done)
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We are  no Jane  Jacobs ,  but
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I  would l ike  to see a  reviva l  of  better pol icy  making!

Participation and empowerment Visions / normative

Qualitative research Mobility as a societal challenge
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Er ik  Ooms

e.ooms@mobycon.com

https://www.l inkedin.com/i
n/er ik-ooms-8a794257

mailto:e.ooms@mobycon.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/erik-ooms-8a794257
https://www.linkedin.com/in/erik-ooms-8a794257

